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Summary

• Background of USDA National Organic Program
 
• General Overview of US Organic Food Trends

• Specific Product Summary
– Beverages
– Infant formula
– Nutritional Supplements
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History of the U.S. Organic Program
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NOP Functions

• Develops and maintains organic standards

• Accredits and oversees third party organic certifying agents
– 80 certifying agents worldwide
– 33,000 certified organic operations worldwide; 24,650 of those in the 

U.S.
– >$50 billion in U.S. organic sales (food and non-food)

• Manages the National Organic Standards Board

• Investigates complaints of violations 

• Implements international organic trade agreements

• 40 staff and FY19 budget of $16.5m (FY12 only $6.9m)
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NOP Functions II - Organic INTEGRITY Database 

A database of certified organic operations - 
• www.ams.usda.gov/nop 
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NOP & the Organic Community

There are three primary levels to the organic integrity framework. USDA’s National Organic Program establishes and enforces regulations, and accredits certifying agents. Agent certify operations, 
which include farmers and ranchers as well as processors and handlers. These operations sell to retailers and consumers. Feedback comes to the USDA through public comment to the NOP 
and the National Organic Standards Board.
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Organic Beverages
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Organic Beverages - Detail
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Infant Formula 
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Supplements
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Resources

• FAS Organic Page: www.fas.usda.gov/commodities/organic-
products

• Global Agricultural Trade System (organic selected product 
group):  https://apps.fas.usda.gov/gats/

• National Organic Program (ams.usda.gov/nop)
– Organic Integrity Database 

(https://organic.ams.usda.gov/integrity/)

• Organic Trade Association (www.ota.com)
– www.globalorganictrade.org


